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June Birthdays:

1- Elsie Tyrala, 2 - Gannon McNeir, Griffen McNeir, 3 -
Dana Gillett, 4 - Kendall Hibbs, 5 - Robert Denison, Randy
Tolj, 6 - June Burgess, Harrison Fortney, Luis Tejeda, 7 -
Garrett Dreiband, Charles Nolan, 8 - Betsy Hughes, Christo-
pher McPherson, John Rommel, 12 - Joanne Chapline, 14 -
Theda Bevans, William Martin, 15 - Dorothy Hagan, Tho-
mas Swindell, 16 - Anne Nicholson, Frank Zerofsky, 19 -
Karl Zeren, 21 - Becky Miskimon, 22 - Patricia Knepp, 23 -
Minnie Gillett, Sue Miskimon, 24 - John Gillett, Derek
Sladen, Amy Thierer, 28 - Edward Wunderer, 30 - Harry
McNeir

Graduations and Honors:

8" Grade graduates:

Jamie Bass, from Boys Latin Middle School, will attend Boys
Latin High Schoal

Jake Calder, from Ridgely Middle School
Alex Calder, from Ridgely Middle School

K. C. Geckle, from Perry Hall Middle
School; will attend Perry Hall Senior
High

Graduates from High School:

Jay Thierer, from Towson High School.
Will attend University of Maryland, College Park

Melissa Wunderer, from Mercy High School. Will attend Old
Dominion University in Norfolk, Va

College graduates:

Kathleen Esta Foy: Graduating from Lesley University, Cam-
bridge, MA

Nell Fultz, graduated from Indiana University of Pennsyl-
vania, with a degree in Communications Media.

Phoebe Brown, graduated from Plymouth State University
of New Hampshire.

Postgraduate students:

Claire Fultz, from University of Gloucester in England, with
aMaster’s degreein Organizational and Business Psychol ogy

June Anniversaries:

8 - Christopher and Lori Preston, 9 - Lisaand Jason
Manuel, 11 - Randolph and LuAnn Brown, John and
Minnie Gillett, 12 - Hugh and Dolores Andrew, Rich-
ard and Virginia Patterson, 14 - Robert and Patricia
Shaw, 15 - Curtis and Katherine Scarborough, 18 -
William and Tracy Martin, 19 - James and Deborah
Ransom, 22 - Robert and Janet Powell , Arthur and
Kate Wolf, 26 - Stephanie and Kevin Foy, 27 - Mi-
chadl and Jane Mullen, 28 - Bosley and Nellie Roys-
ton, John and Julia Weber, 29 - Edward and Cath-
erine Restelli

Confirmations:
On May 10, at Church of the Redeemer:

Confirmed: Maxwell Herman Adler
Alexander Michael Close
Sandra Jean Hibbs
Angela Eileen Hinson
Melissa Margaret Jenkins
Received into the Episcopa Church:
$% &

Married: May 10, Elisabeth Nicholson and

Leonardo Lopez

Honored students:

Christopher McPherson- Awarded honor scout
2008 for troop 497, out of 80 scouts; Inducted into
the National Honor Society; Law Student of the

Y ear for Towson High School’s Law and Public
Policy magnet program; Bronze Meda winner for
the Medusa Mythology Exam; Silver Medal winner
for the National Mythology Exam

Desaths:
OnMay 3: Carole Shewbridge
OnMay 3: Dorothy Welch
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In 2006, the Vestry appointed a
committee to begin studying
Trinity’ s heating, ventilating and
air conditioning systems, moti-
vated by concern over escalating
energy costs and excessive
maintenance. It also appeared
that the boilers providing heat in
both the Church and the Parish
House complex were nearing the
end of their lives and would
have to be replaced. The charge
of the committee was to perform
an evaluation of the systems and
chart the best path forward to
repair or replace them with the
goals of reducing energy con-
sumption — which drives both
cost and environmental impact —
and for dealing with life cycle
issues on a planned, rather than
crisis, basis. The committee
members are Jason Carter, Matt
Hjortsberg, Jack Gillett, David
Iwanicki, Dick Patterson, and
Tom Valenti (chairman). Jm
Ransom has also been involved
every step of the way and our
Treasurer, Matt Roswell, has
kept pace with our progress by
coming up with afinancing ap-
proach.

The committee first engaged an
engineering consultant, Henry
Adams, LLC (who, by the way,
isaneighbor of ours across Bal-
timore Avenue!) to assess the
condition of our systems, to ad-
vise us asto their remaining life
and to recommend and study al-
ternatives. They found that the
current systems have a number

of deficiencies, including: (1)
Increasing maintenance cost of
the aging boilers, (2) A pattern
of leakage in the old steam pip-
ing, (3) Poor temperature con-
trol, (4) Some code compliance
issues in the Church boiler
room and most importantly - (5)
Excessive energy consump-
tion. The second floor office
facilities are currently air condi-
tioned by a number of window
units, which are less energy effi-
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cient than a central system. The
bottom line was that our e ectri-
cal systemswere OK and the air
conditioning equipment (dating
from various renovation projects
completed over the last twenty
years) was still serviceable and
reasonably modern and efficient.
The old steam heating systems,
however, were another matter!

Four alternative replacement
heating systems were studied in
detail, including an evaluation of
construction cost, energy con-
sumption, environmental impact
and cost/benefit. The best op-
tion was to convert the steam

heating systemsto a hydronic
(circulating hot water) system
served by anew, central boiler
plant located in the Parish House
Complex boiler room consisting
of two high-efficiency gas-fired
hot water boilers connected in
tandem. This aternative had the
lowest installation cost, the low-
est ongoing energy consumption/
cost and the lowest environ-
mental impact. The project also
involves replacing al of the
heating piping, the air handler
heating coils in the Church®
HVAC system, and most of the
radiators with new convection
heaters throughout the Parish
House Complex. The new sys-
tem will have individua tem-
perature controls for each room.
It was also decided to install a
new central air conditioning sys-
tem on the second floor of the
Ward Center Officesto replace
the inefficient window units.

Henry Adams was retained to
perform detailed engineering
design and construction docu-
mentsin the early part of 2007
and that work has been com-
pleted. The project was bid
competitively to four mechanical
contracting firms, and an award
was madeto L. H. Cran-

ston. The equipment is on order,
and we can expect to see Cran-
ston mobilize and begin work in
June.



Our founding father, the Rev. Dr. John Francis Hoff
Bornin 1814, rector 1858-1881

The first rector of Trinity, agen-
tleman who was a formidable
scholar and a compassionate
pastor, brought great strength to
the newly-formed congregation
in the center of Baltimore
County.

His story istold in the parish an-
nals, but also in atreasury of his
diaries, letters, sermons and
pamphlets recently given to the
Diocesan Archives by his great-
grandson Charles Worthington
Hoff 111 and great-great-
grandaughter Carey Hoff
Mitchell. (They decided to keep
hisU S Passport of 1843, signed
by the Secretary of State, Daniel
Webster.) These are being col-
lated and transcribed by Virginia
North, aRanney Archivesvol-
unteer from St. James’, Parkton.
They reveal one of those sturdy,
pious and independent-minded
19" Century parsons characteris-
tic of the Episcopal Church.

A native of Lancaster, he at-
tended West Nottingham Acad-
emy, Dickinson and Yaefor a
year each and then graduated
from the University of Pennsyl-
vania. Hewastrained for two
years at the Virginia Theological
Seminary but graduated from the
Geeral Seminary in New Y ork.

He served churchesin Maryland
and Virginiafrom 1838 to 1858.
In 1843-44 he took an extensive
tour of Europe

Rev. JouN Francis Horr
1858-1881

(he called it “taking the wa
ters’), sending extensive jour-
nals home about his adventures
and observations. In 1858 he
and his wife Juliana Johnson
Ross of Frederick and their
seven children moved into the
rectory of Sherwood Church,
Cockeysville, where he served
along with Trinity for ten years.

Hisfirst task was leading the
vestry in procuring land just
north of the new Court House,
choosing an architect (Norris
Starkweather, one of the best in
the area) and building the hand-
some Romanesque church.

But as soon as it was dedicated,
on Ascension Day, 1860, the
nation underwent aterrible divi-
sion. The community and the
congregation were divided
North and South, though local

records carefully avoid the topic.
However, in 1864 the Federa
Army ordered the arrest of any
“Southern sympathisers’ around
Baltimore, even those who com-
mitted no overt acts. On Aug. 4
Hoff, though a Unionist, went
with afew othersto protest this,
spending over an hour in the
White House with the President.
He reported that Lincoln did not
treat them well, though in the
event very few Marylanders suf-
fered from this harsh policy.

After the War he set about build-
ing up aviable congregation,
which added the tower and
south wall in 1870 and the Guild
Room in 1874, where his portrait
from the 1840sis hung.

Trinity’s place at the County seat
gave it responsibilities which
Trinity has continued to live up
to (think of the Surprise Shop
and Children’s Center). Hewas
also aleader of the low-church
or evangelical clergy and people
of Maryland. His sermons and
pamphlets emphasize traditional
worship, suspicion of “Romish
innovations,” and above al a
well-informed commitment to
the authority of the Bible. He
received honorary degrees from
both Yale and William & Mary.

He died after a brief illness on
December 18, 1881. His memo-
rial in the west transept aptly
reads “He, being dead, yet spea-
keth.” —from the Rev. P.
Kingsley Smith, Fifth Rector
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Those of us reading the Trinity Times printed on
paper and coming through the mail date ourselves.
More and more parishioners and now those who
search the web for information about the church
will read these words el ectronically through Trin-
ity’ s website (www.trinityepi scopal church.org).
It's an e-world after al!

The parish website began slowly, as an in-house
effort. Ken Eder was the one who launched us into
cyberspace and was our first webmaster. David
Tomney made the website his Eagle Scout project,
and guided by hisfather, Jim Tomney, the site
made a great leap forward in content and sophisti-
cation. Jim became the webmaster, and in his usual
quiet manner, kept the site up-to-date and added
needed features.

Now, as we |aunch our 150" year, Rich Dougan, as
part of the Sesquicentennial Committee, has intro-
duced that theme into the website, giving it a new
look of celebration, and has become webmaster.

In today’ s world, working with parish-based el ec-
tronic mediais asimportant, if not more important,
than most other rolesin parish life, connecting the
parish in aweb of information, as well as connect-
ing usto the world beyond. All praise to our Web-
Heroes, and especialy to Jim Tomney, who hasled
us this far, and welcome to Rich Dougan. May the
E-Force be with you. — from Jim Ransom
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For nearly 85 years, Episcopalians have supported
the ministries of the Episcopal Church in Jerusa-
lem and the Middle East. Each year we designate
the Good Friday Offering as support for mission
work through the Domestic & Foreign Missionary
Society. This year, Trinity collected $310.00 on
Good Friday! Thank you for your generousity

Long before my time, in the 1920s perhaps, there
was a popular ballroom dance called the Lambeth
Walk. It was named after that part of greater Lon-
don on the South bank of the Thames called Lam-
beth, which at the time was home to fashionable
nightclubs. But for over 1000 years, Lambeth has
also been the London home of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Primate of the Church of England and
chief bishop of the whole Anglican Communion.
The Archbishop’ s residence (Lambeth Palace) was
the site of the first meeting of Anglican bishops
from outside England in the 19" century, and asa
result, has given its name to the every-decade gath-
ering of the bishops of the Anglican Communion,
called the Lambeth Conference. To make matters
more confusing (as only Anglicans can), the Lam-
beth Conference is not held in Lambeth any more,
but at Christ Church College of the University of
Kent in Canterbury.

This summer bishops from around the Anglican
world will do the Lambeth Walk. Our bishops,
Eugene Sutton and John Rabb, will be among
them. Asareminder of prayerful support for all
the bishops as they engage serious issues and divi-
sionsin our Anglican Communion, | have repro-
duced a 2008 Lambeth Conference bookmark.
This bookmark will appear in all our Prayer Books
and Hymnalsin June. The bookmark has on it the
Lambeth Prayer for your use:

Pour upon us, O God, the gift of
your Holy Spirit, that those who
prepare for the Lambeth Confer-
ence may be filled with wisdom
and understanding. May they
know at work within them that
creative energy and vision which
belong to our humanity, madein
your image and redeemed by your
love. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Beinformed: visit the Lambeth Conference web-
site, www.lambethconference.org. — Jim Ransom
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As of June 30, 2008, Sarah’s Hope will close. The
overnight shelter for women and families and the
day resource center created by the Abraham’s Tent
Coalition and managed by the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul over the past three years will end
its ministry. The Office for Community
Conservation has contracted with the Community
Assistance Network (CAN) to run an overnight
shelter at the Eastern Family Resource Center
location where Sarah’s Hope was located, and
services provided by the day resource center at
Sarah’ s Hope will be taken over by the County’s
Y oung Parent Support Center at their Essex
location. A level of service will continue, but it
will not be Sarah’s Hope.

On May 15, 2008, Trinity will (may need
to change the verb tense) host a
celebratory gathering of the St. Vincent
de Paul staff of Sarah’s Hope, the
volunteers from Trinity and the 50 other
parishesin the Abraham’s Tent Coalition
in support of Sarah’s Hope to offer
thanks for the privilege of serving the
homeless, and the work accomplished
through Sarah’ s Hope. Sarah’s Hope was
ableto raise $235,000 per year in individual,
church, and foundation funding, and over
$400,000 per year in in-kind support. This
leveraged $365,000 in government funding. What
a success story! Who cannot give thanks?
Especially for the leaders and volunteers from
Trinity who started this effort three years ago with
meetings here at Trinity, and who have continued
through to this day. God be praised and you are
thanked and appreciated. But most of all, the
homel ess have been served, creating the first day
resource center and shelter in the County for
homeless women and families.

So, what went wrong? It is not entirely clear, and
there are several points of view. Hereis mine, and
it's quite simple — sin. Growing disagreements
over what kind of services should be offered the

homeless, who has what authority to run Sarah’s
Hope, and alack of will to wrestle the problems to
amutually acceptable solution got in the way of the
deeply held Christian desire to serve the homeless.
Thisisasin. A failure of the hopethat isin usto
serve Christ by serving the homeless. Thisfailure
must be shared by all — an arbitrary Office of
Community Conservation jealous of its authority, a
strong-willed agency who mistook a vendor rela-
tionship as a more genuine partnership, and the
coalition of support, who could have mediated a
solution if we had been more vigilant and proac-
tive. Shame on us all! Shame, because the only
people who suffer are the homeless, who really do
have no one who cares enough about them to put
aside their petty concerns to do the job that needs
doing. The homeless are the onesout in the cold.

The Sarah’s Hope Coalition has not had time to re-
flect on what has so suddenly happened,
but my hope is that the partnership we
have forged over these three years will
not be lost, and that the hope that isin us
to serve the homeless will not die. Asking
for God' s grace in discernment, | hope
that, now wiser and more determined, we
will discover away to serve Christ, who
was himself homeless. Asfor right now,
Jesus' words remain painfully true:
“Foxes have their holes and birds their
roosts; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his
head. @ 1D8E=
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| ndependence Day weekend music

Those with a4th of July patriotic spirit will want to
plan now to be in church on Sunday, July 6, from
9:30 - 10:00 am. for a Spectacul ar Festive Organ
Program on nationalistic-religious themes presented
by RW.G.

The Organ

We have been having some technical problems with
our instrument in the very noticeable form of @xtra©
notes playing by themselves when R.W.G. is playing
what isintended. We are working with the organ
service man to find the culprit and hope that it will be
"exonerated" by thetime you read this.

Snging Class

"Singing 101 class' is coming in August led by
R.W.G. Itisfor pew and choir loft folks on Sundays
after 10 am. service. ~More | ater.

Many thanks for the continuing appreciative comments about the 11 am. servicemusic. Y our

choir, quartet, soloists and organist are grateful that we help to make the worship music meaningful for you.
Yes, you areright. We try to coordinate the music offerings as closely as we can to the Lectionary of the

day. Our heartfelt thanks for these present choristers:

Jennifer L. A., Pat B., Edith C., Lorraine L., Tim

McK., Ben M., Ellen M., Jonathan M., Anna G., Ben H., Tom M., Pam W., Jackie S., Norman C., Daniel M.

and Darren S.

@resent© It isadelight to have some of the Profes-
siona Quartet®singing friends volunteer to join with
us from time to time. Would any of you reading this
like to do the same in the remaining few Sundays?

Choir®last rehearsal and service for this year, June 1.

®uture©® Summer Service singer line up at 10:
June8 - Ellenand Tom Morthole

June15 - Nancy Lindsay

June22 - Tom Morthole

June29 - Ellen Morthole

The monthly newsletter of Trinity Episcopal Church
120 Allegheny Avenue, Towson, MD 21204-4019
Phone 410-823-3588; Fax 410-583-9047
E-mail — Church: trinityepiscopal@comcast.net
E-mail — Editor: SandyHibbs@aol.com
Web Page: www.trinitychurchtowson.org
Rector:........cccceveeeeeee, The Rev. James C. Ransom

E-mail: jamescransom@comcast.net
Assistant to the Rector: The Rev. Joseph M. Rushton
E-mail: revjmrushton@comcast.net

Organist/Choir Director:...........cccvveee.... Warren Glock
Christian Formation Director: ........ Kathleen Capcara
Parish Secretary: ......ccccccvvevviveeveee e, Ann Eder

Newsletter EAitor: .........ccuvvveeiieeiiiiinnnnnn. Sandra Hibbs
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Deadline June 10th

Share the good news about Trinity
people, programs and events.
Leave news in the church office
e-malil articles to
trinityepiscopal@comcast.net
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Summer Services
At
Trinity Church
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% Trinity Church
120 Allegheny Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204

410-823-3588
Address Service Requested
Time Dated Material

Trinity’s Mission

Trinity Episcopal Church is an inclusive
and caring Christ-centered community
nurtured by our worship and tradition.
We ask God to strengthen and guide us
as we live out our mission to welcome
and celebrate the diversity of al people
through spiritual education, growth in
faith, and servicein Christ's Name.

Trinity Episcopal
Children’s Center

A Day Care and Pre-School
Named “Best in Towson”

Serving Children 2 years to 5 years old
From 7:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m.

Monday through Friday, all year
Enroll now. Call 410-823-3589. ﬂ

Non-Profit Org.
U. S. Postage
PAID
Baltimore, MD
Permit No. 351




