
New Year’s Resolutions 
Epiphany-tide is a season that is difficult to define, be-

cause it shares so many qualities with other seasons of the li-
turgical year.  Like Advent it is a season of light, although that 
light is not of those candles we kindle in anticipation of the 
Christ child.  Like Lent it is a season of reflection, although it is 
not about examining ourselves for areas of weakness or need-
ed growth. Like Easter it is a season of revelation, but its focus 
is less on what God has done and more on who God is: our di-
vine, omnipotent, and unfathomably loving source, maker, 
Father, and Mother, who longs for the reconciliation of the 
entire world. 

 Epiphany’s uniqueness lies in the revelation that God’s love is not only for 
the people of Israel, but spills over for the whole of humanity, and indeed the whole 
of creation. That love and that truth were revealed in scripture, in a star, in a new-
born infant.  These mysteries signal to us God’s yearning to be reunited with us, and 
for all of us to be united with one another in a true and loving peace wherein no 
one is exploited or oppressed or denied an abundant life. 

Beginning on January 17 our small groups will engage with a new formation 
curriculum on civil discourse.  This five-week series is not simply an exercise in po-
lite political conversation; it is part of the holy work of reconciliation to which we 
are called. The course was originally designed for Lent, but I think it is an even 
better spiritual discipline for Epiphany, not to mention for our moment in history. It 
is an opportunity to take seriously the Christian call to the sacred arts of listening, 
compassionate truth telling, and building understanding with our neighbors.  

I write this to you now as I listen to the news of violent insurrection in our 
nation’s capital.  Whatever your politics, I urge you now more than ever to commit 
yourself to work for a just peace within our hearts, on our streets, in our country, 
and around the world.   
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“A bell's not a bell 

'til you ring it, A 

song's not a song 

'til you sing it, 

Love in your heart 

wasn't put there to 

stay, Love isn't 

love 'til you give it 

away!” 

 

- Oscar  

Hammerstein II          

The Bell Tower 
STAY CONNECTED 

In peace, 

Rev. Henrietta Wiley, PhD 
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Date Time Event Location 

1/10 10:00 AM Morning Prayer Online 

  9:00-11:00 AM Hospitality Hour Online 

  10:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  10:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

  4:00 PM Small Group Online 

1/12 10:00 AM Small Group Online 

1/13 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

1/14 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

  7:00 PM Small Group Online 

1/17 10:00 AM Morning Prayer Online 

  9:00-11:00 AM Hospitality Hour Online 

  10:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  10:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

  4:00 PM Small Group Online 

1/18 Office Closed Martin Luther King Jr. Day  Office Closed 

1/19 10:00 AM Small Group Online 

1/20 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

1/21 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

  7:00 PM Small Group Online 

1/24 10:00 AM Morning Prayer Online 

  9:00-11:00 AM Hospitality Hour Online 

  10:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  10:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

  4:00 PM Small Group Online 

1/26 10:00 AM Small Group Online 

1/27 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

1/28 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

1/31 10:00 AM Morning Prayer Online 

  9:00-11:00 AM Hospitality Hour Online 

  10:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  10:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

  4:00 PM Small Group Online 
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November Vestry Highlights 
1) Assessment of needs, and progress in addressing, upkeep around the 

property continues with Greg Gabell and Mary Sykes doing much of 

the key work. The Preschool put up a fence for the outdoor classroom, 

which looks quite nice and improves their capabilities. 

 

2) The Vestry voted to accept the 2021 Trinity budget. The Finance  

Committee along with Vestry members Jean Close and Joel Moore will 

be working to develop a multi-year plan for Trinity's finances. 

 

3) The Trinity Annual Meeting will be Sunday, March 7, 2021. The  

Vestry Nominating Committee (Reggie Cole, Pont Hall, Lisa Pawluk, 

and Diane Serex-Dougan) are working to identify at least two new 

candidates to serve on Vestry. If you are interested, please contact 

them. 

Chalking the Door: An Epiphany Tradition 
“Bless this 

house and all 

who inhabit 

it. Fill us with 

the light of 

Christ, that 

our concern 

for others may 

reflect 

your love.”  

 

 

Take part in the beautiful tradition of Epiphany door blessings!  This is a 

short prayer service that can be done just with family or with the help of 

a friendly parish priest like Mother Rhetta, who can come by your home 

to write 20+C+M+B+21 outside of your door with chalk.  

 

This sign has a double meaning of recalling the three Wise Men from the 

east (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar), and also signifying the Latin 

Christe mansionem benedicite: “may Christ bless this house”.  

 

Generations of Christians have marked their doors at this time of year to 

invite God’s presence and blessing into their homes for all who live, 

work, or visit throughout the coming year.  

 

Please contact Mother Rhetta+ or the office in you would like to arrange 

a home blessing.  
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Christmas Cheers 
Thanks to Trinity’s staff and dozens of parishioners, our congregation 

celebrated the birth of the Christ child in creative ways despite the  

restrictions of the pandemic. 

• Parishioner Brendan Bailey filmed and edited a moving  

intergenerational reading of the Nativity story. Told by more than 

50 enthusiastic Trinity parishioners and friends, this heartwarming 

video is from the Gospels of Luke and Matthew. You can still  

access it at https://youtu.be/dxse6DUFQ4I. 

 

• Jill Dumser and Kathleen Capcara organized Trinity’s first drive-

through Christmas Pageant, which took place on the afternoon of 

December 20. Thanks to the following people who worked hard 

on set up and clean-up of the scenes: Ty Swindell, Rich Dougan, 

Mary Sykes, and the Jenkins family. Melissa and Rob Jenkins  

directed cars driving through the Trinity Parking lot, which were 

greeted by the prophet Isaiah, Mike Zellhofer. The Mahonski 

family served as the choir of angels – along with The Rev. Liz  

Masterson, Jenny Powers, and Charlotte Burton (our littlest angel). 

The shepherds were played by the Ayotte family. Jill Dumser, Meg 

Gardner, and Joel Moore were merchants of Bethlehem. Dennis, 

Peggy, and Tommy King were – what else but the Three Kings? 

Jackie Childs and Mike Fortner, parishioners married at Trinity this 

summer, were Mary and Joseph. This successful drive-through  

Nativity may become a new tradition here. 

  

• The Reverends Rhetta Wiley and 

Liz Masterson presided at 2  

outdoor Eucharist services under a 

great white tent on Christmas Eve. 

Mary Sykes provided sound and 

technical expertise for the services, 

which were live-streamed. 

 

• Rhetta and Mary Sykes also  

conducted an outdoor Eucharist on 

Christmas Day, which was also  

live-streamed. 

https://youtu.be/dxse6DUFQ4I
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Make Me An Instrument of Peace 
5 Sessions on Civil Discourse Sessions for Trinity Small Groups 

 Beginning January 17   

 

• As a culture, we share many more values than we think we do. 

 

• In hour- long small group Zoom sessions, we will talk about civil discourse as a 

skill we can personally develop and use to build healthier communities.  

 

• Our small groups will view and discuss a series of  4-minute videos made 

by representatives and teachers from across the church who model civil  

discourse as "conversation intended to enhance understanding." 

 

The goal of these conversations is to be in deeper relationship and to more  

truly know the dignity and worth of each other.  

 

Week of:  

Jan 17 - Civil Discourse in Context: Grace-Filled Responses  

Jan 24 - Tenets of Civil Discourse: Suspend Judgement; Disagree & Love  

Jan 31 - Values-based Conversations: Remembering What We Have in Common 

Feb 7 -  The Complexity of Policy: Values and Priorities 

Feb 14 - Sacred Space for Debate: Difference is Holy  

 

Small Groups:  
Connect Peacefully with Others in the New Year 
A small group is a group of three or more people who gather on Zoom for 60 minutes 

each week. In a group, you’ll hang out, learn, and talk about the topic of the season.  

In doing this, you can deepen your relationship with God and with our community.  

A small group can meet any time that works: days, evenings, Saturday, Sunday…  

Small groups have been successful at Trinity since Advent of 2018.  

Find a group that fits you and try it for 5 weeks! We begin again the week of January 

17th.  Currently, small groups meet on Sunday morning at 10, Sunday afternoon at 4, 

Tuesday morning at 10 and Thursday evening at 7. Between Jan 17th and February 

14th, Trinity’s small groups will be learning how to spread peace through Civil  

Discourse.  (See article below.) 
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Stewardship Update & Special Funds 
NOVEMBER STEWARDSHIP NUMBERS 

November Stewardship Income: $26,842 

November Expenses: $26,607 

November Income: $235 

SPECIAL FUNDS AT TRINITY 

November Special Gifts to Dedicated Funds 

$1000 to Building Fund 

$1056 for ACTC Thanksgiving Bags 

$160 for Baltimore Seafarers 

 

Thank you to all of our generous members who have supported our special funds at 

Trinity over the past year. Without your assistance, these important ministries would 

not be able to function.  

Did you know that we have more than 10 dedicated funds at Trinity? These funds 

have all been established to provide additional support for specific ministries outside 

of our normal operating budget. Here’s a brief description of each fund and how it 

supports our church. As you plan your giving in 2021, please consider a special gift to 

a fund of your choice to support the good work of these ministries.  

You can also create your own dedicated fund at Trinity in honor of a loved one or for 

a special cause that’s important to you. Reach out to our Business Manager, Jen  

Korczakowski if your interested in establishing your own fund. 410-823-3588 x 43. 

Building Fund - If you have an old house, you know how many repairs you need to 

make each year— something is always going wrong. Similarly, a great deal of  

maintenance and repairs are needed each year to keep our aging properties in good 

condition. In 2020, close to $10,000 was contributed to this fund to make  

improvements like resurfacing the parking lot, repairing crumbling stucco on the walls 

of the Smith House, fixing plumbing, and boiler repairs. Projects for the coming year  

include: installing handicap accessible doorways, upgrading our thermostats to be 

more energy efficient, repairing water damage to the church basement, and  

preventative maintenance on all of our properties.  

Masterson Music Fund - This fund, started by Reverend Elizabeth Masterson, has been 

the main source of funding for our music program for several years. This fund provides 

small stipends for the choir singers and provides other important supplies for the music 

ministry.  

Anna Devin Graham Memorial Music Fund - This fund, established through a bequest 

from the estate of Anna Devin Graham, also supports our music program by providing 

funds for our organist and organ repairs. Anna was an integral part of our choir at  

Trinity and this fund is set up to honor her contributions to this music ministry.   
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Special Funds (Cont’d) 
 

Youth Ministry Fund - This fund supports our youth ministries which foster  

spiritual formation using bible study, prayer, rites of passage, community  

service, fellowship, and culminating in a Christian pilgrimage. The programs  

Trinity members lead for various age groups include Rite 13, Journey to  

Adulthood (J2A), and Young Adults in Church (YAC).  

Altar Guild - This fund helps make worship possible and provides all the necessary 

items needed to carry out our services. Items like bread, wine, vestments, altar linens, 

candles, etc. are all provided through this fund. If you want to make a gift to honor 

someone special, the Altar Guild would be an appropriate fund to honor someone 

while simultaneously supporting this important ministry.  

Memorial Funds - These funds include: all gifts made in memory of a loved one who 

has passed; the Memorial Gardens Maintenance Fund established by the Denison 

family and Pat Shaw and the Joyce Routson Memorial Fund.  

These funds support special needs at Trinity each year, as well as providing money to 

maintain our gardens and memorials to members who have passed.  

Outreach - The Outreach Fund supports the outreach and service efforts of the church 

and is administered by the Outreach Committee. Support for ACTC, Baltimore Seafar-

ers, MD Vets, Towson Table, Pleasant Plains Elementary School, “Workship” events, 

and many other outreach efforts providing aid to those in need come from this fund. 

Discretionary Ministry Fund - Gifts received in connection with weddings,  

funerals, and baptisms are used for a discretionary fund for the Priest-in-Charge. These 

funds are “applied to such pious and charitable uses as the Priest-in-Charge shall de-

termine”. Designating your gift to this fund helps support  

Reverend Wiley’s outreach efforts and emergency assistance to the most needy in our 

community. 

Preschool and Surprise Shop Annual Funds  - This has been an extremely  

difficult year financially for the Surprise Shop and the Preschool due to COVID. These 

important ministries of our church have maintained operations through the pandemic 

due to extra contributions to their annual funds from our  

generous members and their customers.  
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You can also create your own dedicated fund at  

Trinity in honor of loved one or for a special cause 

that’s important to you. Reach out to our Business 

Manager, Jen Korczakowski if your interested in  

establishing your own fund. 410-823-3588 x 43. 
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Outreach Update 
Trinity Church generously contributed 

18 Christmas at Sea gift bags 

(previously Shoeboxes) for the  

Seafarers’. This project was led by 

Claire Hudson with the help of  

Stephanie Foy. We received a thank 

you note from the Director, Rev. 

Mary Davvison. She sent her heartfelt 

thanks and blessing to Trinity.  

 

The Outreach Committee was delighted to donate $2000 to the Surprise 

Shop. Janet’s Drawers will receive $1000 of the donation towards the  

purchase of warm under ware for the needy.  

 

Planning for 2021 will take place via Zoom in January. Anyone interested in 

joining the committee should contact Lisa Reagle at  

reaglelisa@gmail.com or Marge Ewertz at marge.ewertz@gmail.com.  

Why Are These Doves in My Yard? 
During Advent and Christmas, Trinity’s Wandering Wisemen appeared 

in the yards of 20 parishioners. They stopped wandering on January 6, 

The Feast of the Epiphany, when we remember that they finally found 

the Christ Child, who came to bring peace to the whole world.  

 

In the spirit of Christ’s peace, three doves from Trinity will be making the 

rounds to spend 2 – 3 days in the lawns of more parishioners. These 

doves will represent a simple three-part prayer for peace in 2021: Peace 

within, Peace between, Peace among.  

 

The doves have been made 

from recycled oil drums by 

an artist in Haiti. If you prefer 

not to be visited by these 

lawn ornaments, contact 

Kathleen in the Church office 

at 410-963-3773. 

 

 

mailto:reaglelisa@gmail.com
mailto:marge.ewertz@gmail.com
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Surprise Shop Welcomes 2021 
The Surprise Shop is hopeful that 2021 will bring some kind of  

normalcy to the operation of the shop and life in general.  We will be 

starting our 57th year in business on April 1, 2021.  We hope there 

will be many more to come.  

 

We’d like to share some news of which we are most proud.  During 

calendar year 2020, despite our period of closure, we provided 

$4,225 worth of goods to clients of ACTC and other local charities.  

People are in great need during these COVID times and this mission 

to others is very important to us.  Your donations have definitely 

helped to make that happen.  Thanks you for your continued support!  

 

DONATIONS ARE ACCEPTED ON WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS from 10 to 3. 

Please keep them coming as you continue to clean and sort.  Call first - 410-828-9343. 

Please note that the Surprise Shop welcomes new or gently used items in moderation,  

as our storage space is limited. For bulk donations please call ahead.  

 

We want to thank the Trinity Outreach Committee for their donation of $1,000 toward our 

“Janet’s Drawers” charity.  This project provides free underclothing and socks to men and  

women who are in need.  We must purchase these items “new” to have on hand.  You can help 

us by donating new underclothing and socks for adults or $$ for us to purchase these items.  

Keep your eyes open for sales on these items and help us keep Janet’s Drawers stocked.  Thank 

you again to the Outreach Committee for this donation to kick off 2021. 

  

We are processing donations regularly so know that new merchandise is always available for 

your shopping pleasure.  Don’t forget your mask, be prepared to sign our contact tracing list 

and have your temperature taken.  We will be happy to have you.   

  

We still have hope that we will be able to open on Saturdays in 2021.  If you can volunteer for 

3 hours on one Saturday each month please call Erin Woodward, Director of Volunteers at  

410-828-9343 or me at 410-377-4709.  Be sure to tell us if you are specifically interested in a  

Saturday shift.   I will even work WITH you to show you the ropes.   

  

If you have any questions about anything in this article or anything about the Surprise Shop, 

please feel free to call (410-377-4709) or Email (stephaniefoy82@gmail.com) 

 

 WE ARE OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY FROM 10 TO 4.   

 NOTE:  We are closed on 1/18 for the MLK Holiday.    

 

 MAY WE ALL STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY!   

 

 

Stephanie Foy, Chairperson 

Surprise Shop Board 



Trinity Snapshot!  
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“If you see 

something that 

moves you, 

snap it and 

keep a  

moment.”  

 

 

 

 

 

Fun Fact:  

The term 

“megapixel” was 

first used in 1984.  

 

This term refers to 

the size of an  

image, usually in 

reference to a  

photo from 

a digital camera 

or camera phone. 

 

A megapixel means 

one million pixels.  

Claire and Cindy,  

can you guess which is which?  

Trinity’s Virtual Staff Holiday Party 

Andrew Jenkins painting the welcome 

sign for our Christmas pageant.  

Rev. Rhetta and Rev. Liz –

Christmas Eve Eucharist.  

Frankie Gabell greets the wandering  

Wise Men. 
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December Preschool Highlights 
The preschool created a Christmas CD of their students and other children 

at Trinity singing favorite carols!  They worked hard on practicing the 

songs and we loved their effort and how proud they were of having their 

voices recorded to share with everyone!  

 

Ms. Tressa dropped off these special gifts to ICU Units at John Hopkins,  

Sinai, Mercy Medical, GBMC and St. Joseph’s hospitals. In addition to the 

CD’s, the gifts given to each hospital were cards for the patients, posters 

and candies for the workers.  

The team at Mercy replied: 

Thank you so much for the treats, the 

cards, and the awesome signs! We will 

display them proudly. Your kindness is 

appreciated. It made our day and 

keeps us going! The patients love the 

cards. It made them feel better that is 

for sure. Also, the CD is so special to 

us!!!!  Stay safe and once again thank 

you! 

~The ICU Team at Mercy Medical 

Center  
 

 

In addition to the Christmas CD’s, the  preschool 

also collected children’s pajamas and books to do-

nate to the Martin Luther King Youth Center in    

 downtown Baltimore. The center’s Director was 

very appreciate of Trinity’s generosity and thankful 

that the gifts arrived just in time for Christmas.  

 

 

 

The Trinity Preschool staff wishes you a 

happy, healthy, peaceful New Year! 
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Resident Candy Man: Bill McAllen 
 

Trinity is thrilled to welcome McAllen’s Toffee as our new resident toffee maker. 

Bill McAllen is renting Trinity’s kitchen part time, so you’ll see him around bringing 

“joy and sweetness to life”, and you’ll find his products in several gourmet grocery 

stores and local farmers markets.  

 

It all started with this index card many years ago. 

The recipe has been perfected to what many 

people consider to be best chocolate almond 

toffee ever. He only uses the best ingredients: 

 

• Roasted California almonds 

• Pure cane Domino Sugar 

• Butter from real cows 

• Semi-sweet dark chocolate 

 

Best of all... its GLUTEN FREE! 

 

 

 

 Check our McAllen’s website  

 www.mcallensbesttoffee.com  

 

 

 Orders can be placed online, 

in-store, or by calling  

(410) 494-8829. 

 

MCALLEN’S BEST CHOCOLATE ALMOND TOFFEE 

Made fresh with four simple ingredients. Salted butter, pure cane  

sugar, dark chocolate and roasted almonds. Shipped fresh to you  

within two days of purchase. Gluten free. 

 

MCALLEN’S TOFFEE COVERED SALTY PRETZELS 

Buttery toffee draped over sourdough pretzels for just the right  

combination of salty and sweet.  

 

MARYLAND’S TOFFEE TOPPED PRETZELS ENROBED IN OLD BAY 

You read that correctly. An incredible flavor combination that sell out 

quickly at our farmer’s markets.  
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Staff Highlight: Jill Dumser 
 

Jill Dumser came to Trinity with 20 years of 

complex experience in software development, 

behavioral science, and business operations. 

She specialized in nonprofit tools and  

management solutions, as she managed the  

data migrations as a Senior Analyst for  

Blackbaud-one of Fortune’s 56 companies 

changing the world, providing expertise, and 

data intelligence that empower and connect 

people to drive impact for social good. 

 

Jill developed an eagerness to learn more about the cultures that she was 

working with, and relocated overseas as an independent consultant  

primarily focused on liberating women and children in remote villages of 

Turkey. She immersed herself in this lifestyle, and was successful in  

providing educational and professional opportunities. 

 

She holds certifications in graphic design, database management,  

complex analysis, system administration, crisis counseling and is a  

nationally registered EMT. She also served as the Operations Manager at  

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church for 5 years. 

 

If you ask Jill what her passions are in life, she would likely reply…”it  

depends on the day.”  

 

You can often find Jill exploring the path less traveled, writing screenplays, 

taking photographs, volunteering, or simply curled up in her blanket fort at 

home reading with her furry four-legged friends. 

 

Jill can be reached by calling the office at 410-823-3588 or emailing  

office@trinitychurchtowson.org.  
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Searching for THIS? 
TRINITY WORD SEARCH: PEACE AMONG US  
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O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of hurricanes, fires,  

earthquakes, and viruses, we flee to you for succor. Deliver the  

people, we beseech you, from their peril; give strength and skill to all 

those who minister to the needy; prosper the means of their safety; 

and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we all 

may apply our hearts unto your heavenly wisdom which leads to 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

We pray for those with immediate needs: 

Deacon Emeritus Bob Runkle & Mary Beth  

Jorgensen, Michael Shaw, Jim Thierer, Peggy 

Weller, Ruth Hall, Rita Davenport, Carol, Bob  

Peterson, Laurel Valenti, Betsy Price and Rev. Chip 

Lee. 

 

We pray for those with long-term needs: 

Phoebe Bacon, Pat Blake, June Burgess, Ilene 

Clarkson, Betty Denison, Ann & Ken Eder, Marina 

Gavrelis, Jack Gillett (grandson), Dottie Hagan, 

Betsy Hughes, Dick & Gini Patterson, Mary Reedy, 

Francis Schultz, Dixie Shelhoss, Ruth Stahl, Nancy 

Sword, Jim Weatherly, Ebbie Wheeler, Fred  

Webber, Pat Wolf and Chris Price. 

Please help us keep our list up to date by contacting 

the office when you or someone you know is in need 

of prayer, and by also letting us know when special 

prayers are no longer needed. 

Intercessory prayer “is a profound, loving, and costly 

holding up of others who are on our hearts before God. 

True intercession is being with God, with the people on 

our hearts.”                         -Br. Geoffrey Tristram, SSJE 

1 Alison Brumfield 

2 Jean Close 

3 Christopher Adler 

3 Peggy King  

3 Alexandra Preston 

7 Erik Ewertz 

8 Pont Hall 

10 Jennifer Culp 

11 Abbie Miskimon 

12 Ann Peterson  

12 Jim Thierer 

13 James Liles 

13 Daniel McShane 

15 Martha Shelhoss 

16 Judy Weber 

17 Daniel Morthole 

17 Hannah Preston 

21 Mark Nicholson 

22 Jeremy Kiliszewski 

26 Dan Reagle 

26 Wilson Williams 

28 Paul Rommel 

30 Brenna Lemieux 

31 Indianna Chapline 
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