
Be Thou my Vision 

Rev. Henrietta Wiley, PhD 

   Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness. 

                                                                       2 Corinthians 3:12 

Good heavens, has it been two years already? The COVID-19 

 pandemic has pulled us through a kind of blackhole wherein two  

weeks feel endless, whole seasons vanish in a blink, and no one  

knows what day it is. So, it is no surprise if some of us haven’t  

noticed that I have been serving with Trinity for nearly two years.  

And yet here we are, near the end of two years, and it is time for us  

to decide whether we will minister together in the years to come. 

You may wish you had a more defined picture of our future or wonder what it 

will be like to work together in “normal times.” I, too, have sometimes wished for 

more stability or predictability. Instead, we have surfed the waves of the pandemic 

and learned to trust that God is making all things new. We now know that we can be 

flexible and responsive in a world that is transforming before our eyes. We know how 

to create space for the Holy Spirit and find new ways to share the love of Christ with 

our neighbors. 

My hopes for Trinity’s future rest on our many gifts. Trinity is right in the middle 

of Towson, a university town, county seat, and growing urban center. This parish has 

witnessed most of Baltimore County’s history, and its members contributed greatly to 

it. We have ample space to share with artists, makers, and community groups. Our  

preschool is nurturing and innovative. The Surprise Shop meets all kinds of needs in 

the neighborhood. Most important, we are gifted with joy, hospitality, and a passion 

for service. With God’s grace we have everything we need to be Towson’s Church. 

The Church’s mission is to love God, love our neighbors, and work to build the 

Kingdom. I certainly have some ideas about that. I would love to see us be more  

civically engaged and outwardly focused, but I also want to strengthen our Christian  

formation and enrich our worshipping life. Only with sound learning, regular prayer, 

and heartfelt praise will we be fortified as disciples. Imagine Trinity as the beating 

heart of Towson: drawing us in, filling us with the Spirit of Life, and then driving us 

back out into the world to share Christ’s love. 

You’ll notice I have not mentioned “growing the church.” That’s God’s busi-

ness, not ours. If we focus on numbers, we’ll treat people like numbers, and they will 

never stay. Instead, we build Trinity by discerning how God is calling us to proclaim 

the Gospel and then doing it. I hope to be a part of Trinity’s future, but whoever you 

end up calling as rector will need everyone to embrace a bold vision for this church as 

a city on a hill. With all our abundance, we can do no less than dare greatly for the 

sake of Christ. 
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“A bell's not a bell 

'til you ring it, A 

song's not a song 

'til you sing it, 

Love in your heart 

wasn't put there to 

stay, Love isn't 

love 'til you give it 

away!” 

 

- Oscar  

Hammerstein II          

The Bell Tower 

In peace, 
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Altar Guild 

Claire Hudson 

Cindy Patzkowsky 

Judy Weber 

Joanne Lindsay 

Peggy King 

Mark & Nancy Nicholson 

Kim Clark 

Intercessors & Readers 

Joanie  Smith-Miller 

Ted Miller 

Hugh Andrews 

The Grimm Family 

Meg Gardner 

Eric  & Katie Bass 

Bob & Jenny Powers 

Pont Hall 

Heather McLaughlin 

Tracy Martin 

Andrew Jenkins 

Heather Ayotte 

Joe Greenbeck 

Joanne Chapline 

Kerry Plancon 

John Oporia 

Joel Moore 

Haley Mahonski 

Mac Price 

Tom Valenti 

Peggy King 

Diane Serex-Dougan 

 

 

 

Greeters 

Jack Weber 

Mark & Nancy Nicholson 

Susie Swindell 

Donna Scarborough 

Heather & Owen Ayotte 

Ted Miller 

Joanie Smith-Miller 

Acolytes & Crucifers  

Claire Hudson 

Cindy Patzkowsky 

Joel Moore 

Mark & Nancy Nicholson 

Reggie Cole 

Andrew Jenkins 

Lisa & Jack Pawluk 

Claire Krisanda 

Pastoral Care 

Rev. Liz Masterson  

Claire Hudson  

Marge Ewertz 

Jack Gillett 

Pont Hall 

Joanne Lindsay 

Ted Miller 

Dot Mundy 

Cindy Patzkowsky 

The late Deacon Bob 

Runkle 

Pat Shaw 

We are very grateful for 

all that serve and  

welcome all who want 

to serve. 

If we have missed any 

names, please know that 

you are still very much 

appreciated. 

If you would like to 

serve, please contact  

Jill in the office. 

Audio Visual Team 

Mary Sykes 

Greg Gabell 

Rich Dougan 

 

Thank You April Worship Servers! 

How can we 

THANK 

God enough for  

YOU 

in return for all 

the joy we have 

in the presence 

of our GOD 

because of you? 

1 Thessalonians 3:9  
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March & April Vestry Highlights 
1) Forgiveness of the first Payroll Protection Program (PPP) 

loan to Trinity (Church, Preschool, and Surprise Shop) was 

approved by the Small Business Administration. Trinity's  

application of a second PPP loan has been approved. Over 

the last year these loans/grants have been a tremendous help 

in helping Trinity, including the Church, Preschool, and  

Surprise Shop, cope with financial stresses resulting from the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

2) Joanie Smith-Miller and Peggy King have joined the Vestry 

for their first two meetings as new members. 

 

3) The Vestry has started discussing life at Trinity as a  

community post-pandemic. If you have thoughts on things 

that you would like to see return, things that could be done 

differently, or any other thoughts on our communal life, 

please give feedback to Rhetta and/or Vestry members. 

 

4) Automatic door openers should be installed in several key  

locations by the end of April thanks to hard work by Greg 

Gabell and the Property & Grounds Committee. 

“Love God, 

Serve God; 

Everything is 

in that. “ 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Income 

Pledged Income $69,888 

% of Annual Pledged Income Received 30% 

Other Income $1,600 

Total Income $70,888 

Total Expenses $73,606 

1st Quarter Operating Deficit -$3,718 

1
st

 Quarter (January 1 - March 31, 2021)  
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 In the spring of 2018, the Vestry made the decision to delay 

calling a Rector and to move forward with calling a Priest-in-

Charge to serve as clergy at Trinity Church.  Working with Bishop 

Sutton and his office, the Vestry called Rev. Dr. Henrietta Wiley, 

and she accepted, to be the Priest-in-Charge for Trinity Church.  I want to remind 

everyone that a Priest-in-Charge serves for two years.  This allows for both the  

congregation and priest to work together in ministry to see if there is a “good fit”  

before making the more permanent commitment of call a rector. 

 In September of 2020, the first formal step in evaluating the “fit” was completed 

when Vestry and Rhetta conducted a Mutual Ministry review to discuss and  

collectively provide feedback on the first year of this relationship. 

 It is now time for the Vestry to decide on how to proceed with calling a Rector.  

On May 20, 2021, the Vestry will be meeting with The Rev. Canon Stuart Wright, 

Canon for Transitions for the Diocese of Maryland, to conduct another review.   

Following this process, the Vestry will decide on how to proceed with calling of the 

next Rector of Trinity Church.  If you wish to provide input in this process, I ask that 

you reach out to any Vestry member to share your thoughts and experience over the 

last two years. 

In Peace, 

Rich Dougan, Senior Warden 

 

Time to Call a Rector 
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What will Trinity 

Church be like 

when we can fully 

gather as a faith  

community? 

Even if you have not been in the routine of “hanging out” in a small group, please 

consider attending at least one Zoom session this month to share your thoughts 

about new ways our congregation can discern the direction Trinity will follow as we 

work to pass on the Church to future generations.  

 

Groups engaged in talking about “Hybrid Church” in small groups meet on Zoom  

Sundays at 11 a.m. and 4 p.m., Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and Thursdays at 7 p.m. 

 

See the Trinity E Times for links to our small groups. You can direct your questions 

about small groups to Kathleen Capcara at 410.963.3773 or   

kathleen.capcara@gmail.com  

Moving Boldly into the Future 
“No longer can the church exclusively be a place where people 

walk in, are handed a bulletin, and revel in the sacred space. It will 

always be that, but the pandemic has shown that it can be, and 

already is, so much more.”        -  The Rev. Tim Schenck 

What have we  

learned about  

supporting one  

another during 

this long period? 

What will our 

online presence 

look like? 

What new  

ministries may we 

want to explore to 

ensure a more  

enduring and  

inclusive parish? 

During the Easter Season,  

Trinity Small Groups 

are exploring  

these questions  

– and more.  

mailto:kathleen.capcara@gmail.com


T R I N I T Y  E P I S C O P A L  P A G E  6  

April was an exciting month for many reasons. 

Easter and spring arrived although on several 

occasions “Mother Nature” seemed to have a 

moment or two of confusion when we had  

surprise freezes. Guess that’s just part of spring 

after all! Glad for the sunshine and warmth and 

beautiful blooming plants and trees. 

The Surprise Shop had reason to celebrate in 

April not just due to our 57th birthday but also 

because our first Yard Sale of 2021 was a HUGE 

success! Over 2 days, April 9th and 10th, our 

yard and shop sale raised….wait for it…. 

                         $3,444.24 

WOW! That’s almost $3,500! Thank you to 

everyone for helping make this event a  

success. Thank you volunteers, shoppers, 

furniture movers, and donaters (is that a 

word?). We couldn’t have done it without all 

of you. 

Special thanks to Erin Woodward and Peggy 

Weller for their hard work. I was out-of- town and 

could not help so I REALLY appreciate everyone’s 

help. 

 

Our next Yard Sale extravaganza will be . . . 

                   June 5th and 6th 

 

This will help Trinity celebrate Trinity Sunday, 

with food trucks, games, the blessing of the new 

outdoor classroom, and students who are gradu-

ating this year. Talk about an extravaganza! The 

ways you can help have all been stated but to 

repeat   briefly: donate,  

volunteer, and shop! Thank you in advance! 

The Surprise Shop would like to thank Liam 

McCarthy of Lutherville and his Boy Scout 

Troop # 497 for spring cleaning our parking lot 

in April. They did a great job clearing out 

leaves, weeds, and debris. Liam is the  

grandson of our beloved volunteer Kathleen 

Moriarity. 

 

Finally, were you wondering why I posed a 

question in the headline? While we have a  

cadre of parishioners who have stepped up to 

help on Saturdays we are still in need of more 

“one Saturday shift - 3 hour VOLUNTEERS!” 

March had 4 Saturdays, April only had 3 due to 

our Easter closure, now May has 5! We could 

really use more parishioners to step up.  We’ve 

added several high school  students recently 

who are earning service hours. We have also 

added volunteers from the community who 

simply offer to help. Don’t forget training is  

provided and most volunteers have a good 

time! Please consider joining us! Please call 

Stephanie Foy (410-377-4709) if you would 

like more information. Thanks for your  

consideration. 

We appreciate Trinitarians Jean Close, Carol 

and Claire Krisanda, Joanne Lindsay,  Karen 

Kruger, Peggy King, Susie Swindell, Kathleen 

Capcara, and Katie Bass who  have worked  

Saturdays. We also thank Quinn Landry, Louise 

Kirby, Jackie Calkins, Joe Shaney, Susie Ebbert, 

Pat Gorman, and Lynda Slater who have also 

worked Saturdays. We couldn’t have done it 

without you! AND of course we have MANY 

other volunteers who work Monday thru Friday 

who make it possible for us to continue our 

mission. 

 

Thank you for your continued support thru: 

• Bringing your excess items on Wednesdays 

and Fridays between 10 and 3.  

• Donating NEW underwear or $$$ to our  

Janet’s Drawers ministry 

• Shopping with us Monday thru SATURDAY 

from 10 to 4  

• Volunteering for one-shift per month on  

Saturdays 

• Praying for our ministry 

 

LOOK FOR BIG NEWS FROM THE SURPRISE 

SHOP IN THE NEXT BELL TOWER!  

 

Stephanie Foy 

Surprise Shop Chairperson 

(410)377-4709 

stephaniefoy82@gmail.com 

Surprise Shop Phone: (410)828-9343 

Surprise Shop: 
Did you know that May has five Saturdays? 
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Outreach Committee Meeting Reminder 
The next Outreach Committee meeting will be via Zoom on Saturday, May 8th, 2021 at 9:30 am. 

New members are welcome! If you would like to join us, please contact Lisa Reagle at  

reaglelisa@gmail.com or (919) 618-0535. 

“Stock the Shelves”  
for the Maryland Center for  

Veterans Education and Training (MCVET) 

What is MCVET: 

MCVET is a Baltimore nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide homeless 

men and women veterans and other veterans in need with comprehensive services 

which will enable them to rejoin their communities as productive citizens. Trinity has 

been connected with MCVET since 2018 during which time we have toured their 

very impressive facilities, provided $2,500 in financial support and as a congregation 

have made significant donations of toiletries, clothing, reading glasses and face 

masks.  

 

Items needed (in any variety and quantity you can): 

Mens t-shirts and shorts in sizes M-4XL (new or gently used) 

Womens t-shirts and shorts in sizes M-3XL (new or gently used) 

Mens and womens shower shoes (new only) 

 

How to contribute: 

1. Purchase and bring materials to church until May 16th. Blue boxes are near the 

red wagon at the back of the church. 

2. Order via your preferred retailer and have clothing/shoes sent to: 

Linda Jolly 

8430 Loch Raven Blvd 

Towson, MD 21286 

3. Send a check with “MCVET” listed in the memo to  

Trinity Episcopal Church  

120 Allegheny Ave 

Towson, MD 21204 

 

Deadline: May 16th  

 

Questions? Please contact Linda Jolly at LJbless@yahoo.com or 410-825-1335. 

mailto:reaglelisa@gmail.com
mailto:LJbless@yahoo.com
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~~~ 

Trinity  
Columbarium 

Niches  
Available 

~~~ 
Contact the  
office for an  
information 

packet. 
 

 

  

 
Open Meeting 
Sunday’s 8-9pm 

Trinity 
Memorial Hall 

 
All are welcome! 

www.AA.org 

Email office@trinitychurchtowson.org to request space on our community page. 

mailto:office@trinitychurchtowson.org
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Trinity Outdoor Classroom 
Want to lend a helping hand in the creation of Trinity’s Outdoor Classroom? Stop by the playground 

area Saturday, May 15 and/or 22 between 10am and 2pm to channel your inner child! 

 

Outdoor classrooms can be powerful teaching tools. At their simplest, they are spaces that connect 

children with the natural world, places where they can hear the birds sing, watch butterflies flutter by, 

dig in the soil, contemplate in silence, and, as David Orr posits, feel a part of a diverse ecosystem  

rather than apart from it. Outdoor classrooms are excellent venues for teaching a wide range of  

subjects. By weaving the environment into the fabric of existing curricula through outdoor  

classrooms, teachers can help students develop a deep understanding of and respect for earth  

communities, including the corresponding human conditions within those communities. 

Check out our progress videos and photos on our social media sites! Questions? 410-823-3589 

 

Rogation Days 
Garden Blessings! 
"Rogation" is connected to the Latin word for "asking," and refers to a  

traditional time of praying for agriculture. Traditionally celebrated on the 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday after the Sixth Sunday in Easter, Garden 

Blessings have been a time to pray for planting and for those working with 

the land.  

In rural areas, many people bless the elements used in farming, the fields, 

the seeds and the animals. In urban areas a blessing of gardens, and local 

businesses can be done.  

It is also a time to show gratitude for soil, water and growth, and to  

challenge one another to think carefully about the food you eat, and your 

care of water, earth and seed.  

 

Mother Rhetta will be blessing  

gardens on May 10-12.  

Please contact the office  

to schedule a visit. 
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Brown Bag Bible Study, Thursdays from 12-1pm on Zoom. Grab a 

sandwich and your Bible to join in a discussion of weekly  

lectionary readings. The meeting information is available on our 

website or by contacting the office. 

 

Wednesday Night Live Evening Prayer with  

Sykes & Wiley. Find the dynamic duo live at 6pm     

    on YouTube @ Trinity Church Towson.  

Mark Your Calendars! 

If you’d like to volunteer to assist with the  

Trinity Summer Fest don’t hesitate to let us know!  

ALEXA REMIND ME TO BE AT TRINITY June 6. 



Trinity Snapshot!  
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“If you see 

something that 

moves you, 

snap it and 

keep a  

moment.”  

 

 

 

 

Fun Fact: 

Each end of a 

panoramic  

photo captures 

a different point 

in time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week choir blesses us with music.  

Lenten Purple! 

Boy Scout Troop 35 helps build  

music boards for Trinity’s  

outdoor classroom. 

A beautiful May Day celebrating Holy 

Eucharist outdoors. 

Rev. Dr. Henrietta (Rhetta) Wiley 
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Staff Highlight 
Tressa Andrews, Interim Preschool Director 
 Tressa Andrews came to Trinity in 2016 as a Lead  

Preschool Teacher and now serves as the Interim  

Preschool Director.  Tressa has over 20 years of  

experience in Early Childhood and Elementary/Middle 

School Education.  She holds a degree and teaching  

certificate in Early Childhood Education and Elementary 

Education from Notre Dame University of Maryland.  

Tressa is well versed in developing and implementing multiple approach curriculums 

to meet all the learning styles and needs of her students.  

 Tressa has a special place in her heart for outdoor learning and has successfully 

created a beautiful garden on our Trinity campus.  In conjunction with the Eastern  

Region Association of Forest and Nature Schools (ERAFANS) Tressa is in the process of  

creating an outdoor classroom that nurtures emotional, behavioral, and intellectual 

development.  This will serve as an amazing addition to the missions of Trinity.  

 You will often find Tressa’s dedication to serving our community reflected in 

her students, as her enthusiasm and creativity are contagious.  In her spare time, 

Tressa supports the Special Olympics as a Super Polar Bear Plunger.  She also is a  

Baltimore Hon and part of a Hon Hive that volunteers for many different charities, 

such as feeding the Homeless Veterans in Baltimore Station House.  Tressa loves  

photography, painting, crafts, and nature.  She spent half her life as a competitive 

swimmer and runner.  Tressa has a daughter Sara who is a graduate of Hollins  

University and is a published author.   

 Tressa values family time and traditions.  Her faith plays a large role in her 

teaching, her relationship with others, and the community.  Tressa strongly believes it 

is essential to be a good neighbor and be grateful every day.  She looks forward to 

bringing the Church and Preschool community together in many future projects. 
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Searching for THIS? 
TRINITY WORD SEARCH: Trinity Sunday  
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O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of hurricanes, fires,  

earthquakes, and viruses, we flee to you for succor. Deliver the  

people, we beseech you, from their peril; give strength and skill to all 

those who minister to the needy; prosper the means of their safety; 

and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we all 

may apply our hearts unto your heavenly wisdom which leads to 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

We pray for those with immediate needs: Michael 

Shaw, Lorraine Robertson, Rich Dougan, Delilah 

Dougan, Lisa Pawluk, Betsy Price, Mark Torres,  

Andrew Mamawi, Andrew Teubl, Michelle Tower, 

Janet Palmer, Peggy King and Peter Mogelnicki. 

We pray for those with long-term needs: Phoebe  

Bacon, Pat Blake, June Burgess, Ilene Clarkson,  

Betty Denison, Marina Gavrelis, Jack Gillett 

(grandson), Dottie Hagan, Betsy Hughes, Eric Ingle, 

Maricka Oglesby, Dick & Gini Patterson, Jessica, 

Chris Price, Francis Schultz, Dixie Shelhoss, Ruth 

Stahl, Nancy Sword, Jim Weatherly, Fred Webber, 

Pat Wolf, Ken & Ann Eder, Ebbie Wheeler, Rob 

Stahl, Wendy Stahl, Nancy Hinson, Larry Davis and 

Jim Thierer. 

Please help us keep our list up to date by contacting 

the office when you or someone you know is in need 

of prayer, and by also letting us know when special 

prayers are no longer needed. 

Intercessory prayer “is a profound, loving, and costly 

holding up of others who are on our hearts before God. 

True intercession is being with God, with the people on 

our hearts.”                         -Br. Geoffrey Tristram, SSJE 

Please consider sharing 

your voice by  

sending Trinity  

submissions for the  

Bell Tower.  

 

Articles, photos and  

content suggestions are 

always welcome.  

Please email Jill Dumser at 

office@trinitychurchtowson.org 

or call 410-823-3588.  

2 Gordon Rupp 

7 Holly Jenkins 

10 Norman Cole 

10 Sophie Mwaisela 

12 Joel Moore 

16 Nick Lewis 

17 Ellen Torres 

17 Betty Lou Traband 

19 Zach Miskimon 

25 Scott Hinson 

25 Kathleen Capcara 

25 Sandra Rupp 

25 Mary Williams  
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2
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Date Time Event Location 

5/4 10:00 AM Small Group Online 

5/5 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

5/6 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

  7:00 PM Small Group Online 

5/9 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Inside Church 

  10:00 AM Holy Eucharist Outside & Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

  4:00 PM Small Group Online 

5/11 10:00 AM Small Group Online 

5/12 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

5/13 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

5/16 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Inside Church 

  10:00 AM Holy Eucharist Outside & Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

  4:00 PM Small Group Online 

5/18 10:00 AM Small Group Online 

5/19 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

5/20 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

  7:00 PM Small Group Online 

5/23 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Church & Online 

  10:00 AM Holy Eucharist Outside & Only 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

  4:00 PM Small Group Online 

5/25 10:00 AM Small Group Online 

5/26 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

5/27 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

5/30 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Inside Church 

  10:00 AM Holy Eucharist Outside & Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

5/31 All Day Memorial Day –Office & Surprise 

Shop Closed 

Office & Surprise Shop 



Trinity Episcopal Church 

120 Allegheny Avenue 

Towson, MD 21204 


