
Return to me! 
…though your outcasts are under the farthest skies,  

I will gather them from there and bring them to the place  

at which I have chosen to establish my name.  

                                                                     Nehemiah 1:9 

It is a time of endings and beginnings at Trinity, a “thin”  

time when the Holy Spirit is likely to break through.  On  

Sunday March 7, at 11 a.m. we will hold our Annual Meeting 

where we will offer our thanks to Jack Gillett and Linda  

Jolly who are stepping down from vestry.  We will then 

vote two new members onto the Vestry, welcome and bless 

them into their new role, and begin the 164
th

 year of this congregation.  

We have decided to hold our meeting this year through video conferencing 

after Morning Prayer (which starts an hour earlier at 10 a.m).  Links to both  

worship and the annual meeting can be found on our website. If you need help 

navigating the technology, drop Jill a note and we will find a way to get you  

connected.  Please make a point of attending. Your vote and voice are important 

to the life of this church. 

Even more exciting is that the following Sunday, March 14, at 10am barring 

serious developments in the pandemic, we will resume Holy Eucharist inside 

Trinity Church. You are invited to join us in the church for this One Church event 

that will also be livestreamed via our YouTube Channel. Attendance will be  

limited, and so you are encouraged to register through Event Brite to reserve a 

spot.  

We will be running the ceiling fans and opening windows to increase air  

circulation. We will also require that people wear masks and maintain a loving 

distance of 6ft. Huggers will have to restrain themselves for a while longer, and 

those who love to sing must be content to hum. 

Even with such precautions, not everyone will feel ready or comfortable  

coming back to worship inside. That’s OK. I urge you, though, to tune in through 

YouTube. After the livestream, if you feel comfortable with it, you are welcome 

to drive through from 11 a.m. through 12 p.m. to receive the Bread. While our 

loving God is everywhere, it will be good to give thanks and praise together for a 

return to the place we have plastered with our prayers for more than 160 years. 
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“A bell's not a bell 

'til you ring it, A 

song's not a song 

'til you sing it, 

Love in your heart 

wasn't put there to 

stay, Love isn't 

love 'til you give it 

away!” 

 

- Oscar  

Hammerstein II          

The Bell Tower 
STAY CONNECTED 

In peace, 

Rev. Henrietta Wiley, PhD 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88589008050?pwd=R1JySkNCa2lRVEMyY3BNcy9jS2p2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82486199764?pwd=NlFpMkw5TFpZUmxoOVhteWJyU28wZz09


P A G E  2  

M
A

R
C

H
 
 
2
0
2
1

 

Date Time Event Location 

3/14 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist Church & Online 

  9:00-11:00 AM Hospitality Hour Memorial Hall & Online 

  11:00 AM-12:00 PM Communion Drive-Through 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

  4:00 PM Small Group Online 

3/16 10:00 AM Small Group Online 

3/17 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

3/18 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

3/20 10:00 AM-4:00 PM Surprise Shop Open Surprise Shop 

3/21 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Church Only 

  10:00 AM Holy Eucharist Church & Online 

  9:00-11:00 AM Hospitality Hour Memorial Hall & Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

  4:00 PM Small Group Online 

3/23 10:00 AM Small Group Online 

3/24 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

3/25 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

  7:00 PM Small Group Online 

3/27 10:00 AM-4:00 PM Surprise Shop Open Surprise Shop 

3/28 10:00 AM Palm Sunday Holy Eucharist Church & Online 

  9:00-11:00 AM Hospitality Hour Memorial Hall & Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Parents Perspective Online 

  11:00 AM Small Group for Adults Online 

  4:00 PM Palm Sunday & Holy Week Pageant Drive-Through 

3/30 10:00 AM Small Group Online 

3/31 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

Trinity’s Holy Week Service Schedule can be found on page 4. If assistance  

signing up for indoor worship is needed, please contact Jill Dumser in the office at  

410-823-3588 or by emailing office@trinitychurchtowson.org.  

Remember to visit our website at www.TrinityChurchTowson.org for more exciting news! 
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February Vestry Highlights 
1)The first Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan, which was secured 

in mid-2020, has made it through the forgiveness process at M&T Bank 

and is awaiting final approval for forgiveness at the Small Business  

Administration. The second PPP loan application has been submitted 

to M&T Bank and is in process, including some requests for additional 

information. The PPP loans have been invaluable to shoring up the  

finances at Trinity – Church, Preschool, and Surprise Shop – over the 

last year with the financial burdens caused by the Covid-19  

pandemic.  

 

 2) Several people including Linda Jolly, Rhetta Wiley, and Naimah 

McDonald (an intern from Oberlin College) are working to reconstruct 

Trinity's history related to the labor and contributions of enslaved  

individuals in constructing Trinity. As part of that effort, connections 

are being built with St. James A.U.M.P. Church (which Trinity had a  

connection with when Kingsley was Rector) and Calvary Baptist 

Church. 

 

3) The Surprise Shop is ramping up its activity after a slow down/pause 

due to Covid-19. The Vestry expresses its gratitude to Stephanie Foy for 

stepping into the role of Chairperson for the Shop, Nancy Gabell for  

volunteering to be Treasurer, and Erin Woodward for her ongoing ter-

rific work coordinating volunteers. The Shop will be open on Saturdays 

in March with many volunteers returning as the vaccine rolls out. More  

volunteers are always welcome! 

“Love God, 

Serve God; 

Everything is 

in that. “ 

 

 

 

 

Finance Update 
January Stewardship and Other Income: $11,907 

January Operating Expenses: $27,319 

January Operating Deficit: $15,012 
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Sunday Morning Stories for All Ages 
This year during Lent, Godly Play trainer and storyteller  

Kathleen Capcara will present the Scripture lessons we read 

during the Easter Vigil service. These include, Creation, The 

Flood, Abraham’s Sacrifice of Isaac, and Israel’s Deliverance 

at the Red Sea. 
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Silent Actors 
You or your family can appear outside Trinity the afternoon of Palm Sunday (March 

28 from 4-4:30) to help present the stories and sayings of Jesus during the week before 

he died. This is your chance to don Middle Eastern-ish costumes and wave at  

parishioners you haven’t seen during the Pandemic lock-down. No speaking required 

– just the ability to stand or sit outside for thirty minutes. If you’d like to participate, 

call or contact Kathleen Capcara at 410.963.3773 or Kathleen.capcara@gmail.com  

Please let her know by March 15 to give time to find or make suitable tunics and 

headdresses.  

mailto:Kathleen.capcara@gmail.com
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Weekly 90 second Lenten videos by Kathleen Capcara 

Not ready for Tiktok, but nevertheless,  

Kathleen is stepping out into the 21
st

 century of video production! 

Check out Trinity’s Facebook page or YouTube Channel  

as she wonders about dirt during Lent.  

 

Reflections will include guided meditations and  

poems about dirt from different cultures.  

 

Videos will post at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 
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Surprise Shop - Good News for March 
The Surprise Shop has exciting news to report to the 

parish here in the “Bell Tower.”   Good things are 

happening! Vaccines are here! 

Shortly after I wrote the “Bell Tower” article indicating 

the need for a Treasurer, but before it was published, 

a miracle occurred. I was telling a shopper from our 

parish about this need and she responded, “I’ll do it.” 

I thought I surely misheard her but I asked again and 

she repeated, “I’ll do it.” Nancy Gabell, wife of Junior 

Warden Greg, has stepped up for this important job. 

Turns out the skills needed are those she employed in her “real life” job  

before she retired. I will be eternally grateful for her willingness to serve. 

Thank you, Nancy, and we look forward to working with you! 

I have also had 13 people volunteer to work 1 Saturday shift each month so 

as of March 6th, we WILL be open every Saturday from 10 AM to 4 PM. 

We hope this will greatly improve our customer base as we recognize that 

all those people who work during normal business hours from Monday thru 

Friday, are virtually unable to shop with us. We hope that this will improve 

our financial situation as we continue trying to recover during a pandemic. 

I want to thank those from the parish who have volunteered for a Saturday 

shift. Eight of the 13 volunteers are parishioners so maybe my begging has 

done some good. Those folks are: 

Peggy King   Jean Close  Karen Kruger 

Susie Swindell  JoAnne Lindsay Kathleen Capcara 

Carol Krisanda  Stephanie Foy 

Remember, it is never too late to join this effort. Call me (410-377-4709), 

text me (443-632-5259), or email me (stephaniefoy82@gmail.com). It’s a 

pretty cool group so you might want to get in on the action. Training  

provided as you know. WE STILL NEED YOU! (Teens, don’t forget  

volunteer hours can be earned.) 

Should you know of a community newsletter or website that would publish 

a short article about the shop and our Saturday reopening, please let me 

know. I will send the one to you that I have already sent to the Idlewylde 

Newsletter. 
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Surprise Shop (con’t) 

In case the April “Bell Tower” is not in your hands by the beginning 

of the month, please remember the Surprise Shop and wish us Happy  

Birthday on Thursday, April 1st. Here is a quote from the ‘Surprise Shop 

History.’ 

“On Wednesday, April 1, 1964 with flowers from the Vestry, stories in the 

Sunpapers and the first volunteers in place, the Surprise Shop opened. 

Among those first day volunteers was Ruth Roberts, wife of the Rev.  

William C. Roberts, then Trinity’s rector.” Next month this article will  

include a Surprise Shop Trivia Quiz for your entertainment. 

Please continue to bring donations to the shop on Wednesdays and Fridays 

from between 10 and 3. Start saving furniture and other larger items for our 

first yard sale of the season to hopefully be held in April. 

REMEMBER, 

WE WILL BE OPEN EVERY SATURDAY IN MARCH FROM 10 TO 4 

AND 

OF COURSE, MONDAY THRU FRIDAY AS WELL! 

COME MEET THE SATURDAY CREW! 

We are grateful to be part of such a caring church family! 

Stephanie Foy, Chairperson  

Surprise Shop Board 

Outreach Reminders 
The next Outreach Committee meeting will be via Zoom on Saturday, March 13th, 

2021 at 9:30 am. New members are welcome! If you would like to join us, please  

contact Lisa Reagle at reaglelisa@gmail.com or (919) 618-0535. 

 

The Outreach committee has enthusiastically voted to contribute $1,150 toward the 

cost of the Christmas tents, leaving the balance at $0. We appreciate the increased  

visibility that these tents created for Trinity Church and the safety and warmth that it 

provided for all those who were able to attend services in person. 

mailto:reaglelisa@gmail.com
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Allan Grimm has been attending Trinity since around 

2002. He grew up mainly in the Catholic church but 

attended a variety of churches in college as part of a 

non-denominational Christian organization, Reach Out 

on Campus (ROC) at Ohio University.  

While attending Trinity, Allan has been involved with Rite 13, the  

Parenting Group, and has served on Hospitality as a Greeter, often with 

his daughter Willow. His family became regulars at the evening service 

prior to COVID and started hosting a monthly Game Night after that  

service. Allan works as a Release Train Architect for Leidos, and in his 

free time paints miniatures and runs HeroClix tournaments at Alternate 

Worlds in Timonium. 
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Allan Grimm 

Joanne Chapline and her husband, Rick, have been  

members at Trinity for 30 years. They are parents of two 

adult children and an infant granddaughter. Joanne has 

had a passion for education since college. She has been a 

teacher, administrator and volunteer both at church and in 

the community.  

 

Joanne served at Trinity as a Sunday school teacher, member of the  

Christian Education ministry and board member/director for the Trinity 

Preschool. Currently, she is serving on the Vestry, facilitates the Parent 

Group and chairs the Personnel Committee.  Joanne cannot wait to be 

back as a chalicist on a regular basis! She enjoys painting with  

watercolors and creating felted landscapes. She loves being outdoors – 

especially swimming and gardening. 

 

Joanne Chapline 

Every believer has received grace gifts, so use them to serve one another as 

faithful stewards of the many-colored tapestry of God’s grace. 1 Peter 4:10  
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Vestry Nom
inees 

Joanie Miller-Smith 

Peggy and Dennis King joined Trinity after their son,  

Tommy, attended Trinity Episcopal Children’s Center. She 

was on their Board for 10 years starting when he was a  

student there. Peggy has taught Sunday School, helped with 

Second Sunday breakfasts and is a volunteer at the Surprise 

Shop. She is also a member of the Altar Guild, the Handbell 

Choir and has served on several committees.  

 

Peggy is a lifelong Towson resident. She graduated from 

Parkville High School, Loyola College Maryland, and University of  

Baltimore School of Law. She and Dennis have been married since 1990.  

They have one child, Tommy, who is currently a senior at the University of 

Maryland, College Park majoring in Electrical and Computer Engineering. 

 

Peggy is honored to be chosen to serve on the vestry and is looking  

forward to working with everyone. 

Peggy King 

Joanie has a master's degree in counseling psychology 

from Towson University; and is retired from the State 

of Maryland, Division of Rehabilitation Services. 

 

She resides in Parkville, Baltimore County with her  

husband Ted, and numerous rescue dogs. 

 

Joanie has served as part of Trinity’s Ushering Team and volunteers at the 

Surprise Shop. She is looking forward to her new adventure of serving on 

Trinity’s vestry. 

So don’t hide your light! Let it shine brightly before others, so that the 

commendable things you do will shine as light upon them, and then 

they will give their praise to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16  
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 The first weeks of the year 2021 for the Preschool had a good number 

of challenges, but we managed to get through them with the strength and  

commitment of the teachers, as well as the support 

from the church.  We had two teachers that had 

surgery, another teacher is out of an extended 

leave, another teacher that was COVID positive, 

and one teacher whose mother had COVID and 

she was a close contact.  This all occurred within 

weeks of returning and without a list of substitutes 

it put a strain on the staff.   

 As Lent has begun, we find ourselves reflecting on the struggles, but 

finding hope in the positive events that have occurred since the beginning of 

the school year.  We have hopeful news to share with all of you.  We have 

been blessed to all have received the vaccination!  We truly could not had 

done it without Jill Dumser, whose determination and dedication finally got 

us a link to sign up for the vaccinations.  We have so many inspiring devel-

opments coming up in the next months.   

 

 We are actively developing the outdoor classroom and having profes-

sional development days with Monica Wiedel-Lubinski, the Executive Direc-

tor of ERAFANS, who is helping us design and implement the Outdoor Class-

room.  We will keep you updated on the progress.  We are implementing our  

Stewardship collection envelopes with the children of the school to assist in 

developing their commitment to helping others in the community.  We are 

almost ready to open a kids yoga area for our preschoolers to find ways to 

process the stress they are dealing with through this pandemic.  We are  

looking forward to the new beginnings of Spring but are enjoying the  

moments we have presently been experiencing with the children; like  

playing in the snow with them.  It is important to look to the past and to look 

ahead to what is coming, but it is essential for us to stay present in the  

moment.  

Submitted By:  

Tressa Andrews 

Interim Preschool Director  

Trinity Preschool –New Year, New News 



Trinity Snapshot!  
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“If you see 

something that 

moves you, 

snap it and 

keep a  

moment.”  

 

 

 

 

Fun Fact: 

Each end of a 

panoramic  

photo captures 

a different point 

in time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity’s staff thankful to have received their 

COVID-19 vaccinations.  

Cindy Patzkowsky and Claire Hudson  

Rev. Rhetta consecrates the bread 

and wine in preparation for our Ash 

Wednesday remote Eucharist.  

Jill Dumser, Naimah McDonald,  

Mary Sykes and Rev. Rhetta  

enjoyed a productive visit to the  

Diocesan Archives and were assisted 

by the Diocesan Archivist,  

Mary Klein, in researching  

the history of Trinity. 



P A G E  1 4  

Searching for THIS? 
TRINITY WORD SEARCH: Holy Week  
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O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of hurricanes, fires,  

earthquakes, and viruses, we flee to you for succor. Deliver the  

people, we beseech you, from their peril; give strength and skill to all 

those who minister to the needy; prosper the means of their safety; 

and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we all 

may apply our hearts unto your heavenly wisdom which leads to 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

We pray for those with immediate needs: 

Michael Shaw, Jim Thierer, Peggy Weller, Ruth Hall, 

Carol and Bob Peterson, Laurel Valenti, Larry Davis, 

Jessica, Lorraine Robertson, Rich Dougan, Larry 

Bearden, Delilah Dougan, Randy Brown, Susan Henry, 

Helen Doyle, Eric Ingle, Maricka Oglesby, Betsy Price 

and Jessie Rao.  

 

We pray for those with long-term needs: 

Phoebe Bacon, Pat Blake, June Burgess, Ilene Clarkson, 

Betty Denison, Ann & Ken Eder, Marina Gavrelis, Jack 

Gillett (grandson), Dottie Hagan, Betsy Hughes,  

Dick & Gini Patterson, Chris Price, Francis Schultz, 

Dixie Shelhoss, Ruth Stahl, Nancy Sword, Jim  

Weatherly, Ebbie Wheeler, Fred Webber, Pat Wolf, 

and Deacon Emeritus Bob Runkle and Mary Beth 

Jorgensen.  

Please help us keep our list up to date by contacting 

the office when you or someone you know is in need 

of prayer, and by also letting us know when special 

prayers are no longer needed. 

Intercessory prayer “is a profound, loving, and costly 

holding up of others who are on our hearts before God. 

True intercession is being with God, with the people on 

our hearts.”                         -Br. Geoffrey Tristram, SSJE 

2 John Oporia 

4 Janice Cottrell 

7 Ryan Culp 

9 Bob Runkle, Deacon  

10 Tom Valenti 

11 Owen Ayotte 

15 Zenden Cole  

15 Allan Grimm 

15 Nancy Hinson 

17 Katie Wallace  

19 Linda Jolly 

19 Jennifer Youngblood  

23 Edith Cole  

23 Greg Ayotte 

25 Isabelle Youngblood 

26 Kerry Plancon 

30 Ilene Clarkson 

31 Dennis King 

Please consider sharing 

your voice by  

sending Trinity  

submissions for the  

Bell Tower.  

 

Articles, photos and  

content suggestions are 

always welcome.  

Please email Jill Dumser at 

office@trinitychurchtowson.org 

or call 410-823-3588.  



Trinity Episcopal Church 

120 Allegheny Avenue 

Towson, MD 21204 


