
The Gifts of August 
Ah the “dog days of summer,” when the searing fry of July 

wilts into the long, slow, braise of August. Under the scorching 

eye of the “dog star” Sirius, human and beast grow mad with de-

sire for shade, ice water, and a long soaks in limpid pools. The 

whole Northern Hemisphere seems to slow down, groan, and start 

fanning itself. 

Isn’t it interesting that at a time when it is difficult to move 

very fast, there is so much to do? Corn, cucumbers, and all  

manner of crops require picking. New loose-leaf paper needs to 

be unwrapped and pencils freshly sharpened. Soon we will start 

team practice, music rehearsal, and the annual pledge campaign. 

And planning, O the Planning! How will we organize and  

schedule it all? What projects, groups, and ministries will I take up in 

the coming season? What have I grown out of?  

I wonder if our Creator hasn’t graciously stuck us in the steam room of August to 

make sure we don’t get bogged down in our busy-ness. Once we get past the thought of 

how freaking hot it is, we are forced by lethargy into a state of contemplation. It is a 

liminal time of both harvest and renewal, major themes in Jesus’ teaching that are  

worthy of reflection any time. It is a season to attend to our interior selves in the context 

of the wider community. Who am I and how do I want to be myself in the world?  

To answer these questions, we need to assess our resources. While we tend our 

tomatoes, let’s gratefully review all our God-given gifts. Our skills and talents are  

treasures, but so are our joys and passions. Where has Holy Spirit given us life within 

ourselves? How will you bring your authentic, joyful, capable self into relationship with 

the world? 

We also need to consider our external resources. I spent a lot of time last  

weekend standing slack-jawed in the heat, staring at my herb garden. My goodness, I 

have an awful basil! How can I make the most of it not only for my own benefit but  

also for the sake the others? How do I make sure it is blessing to the world rather than 

withering in my fridge come September? And yes, I am also using basil as a metaphor. 

At the end of August, Bishop Sutton will come to visit and lead us in our  

Celebration of New Ministry. This liturgy is more than the inauguration of a new rector. 

It’s a celebration of the whole parish, the ministry that we do together. We give thanks 

for all that has come before, what God has done to strengthen us for this moment, and 

commit to walking boldly together wherever the Spirit is leading us. Looking back in 

gratitude; looking forward in hope, there couldn’t be a better time for it. 
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Altar Guild 

Claire Hudson 

Cindy Patzkowsky 

Judy Weber 

Joanne Lindsay 

Peggy King 

Mark & Nancy Nicholson 

Kim Clark 

Intercessors & Readers 

Joanie Smith-Miller 

Ted Miller 

Eric & Katie Bass 

Bob & Jenny Powers 

Pont Hall 

Tracy Martin 

Heather Ayotte 

Joe Greenbeck 

Joanne Chapline 

Kerry Plancon 

John Oporia 

Joel Moore 

Haley Mahonski 

Mac Price 

Tom Valenti 

Peggy King 

Diane Serex-Dougan 

Damon Schweitzer 

Cathy Evans 

Jack Childs 

Mary Beth Jorgensen 

 

 

Greeters 

Jack Weber 

Mark & Nancy Nicholson 

Susie Swindell 

Donna Scarborough 

Heather & Owen Ayotte 

Ted Miller 

Joanie Smith-Miller 

Acolytes & Crucifers  

Claire Hudson 

Cindy Patzkowsky 

Joel Moore 

Mark & Nancy Nicholson 

Francis Mwaisela 

Andrew Jenkins 

Lisa & Jack Pawluk 

Claire Krisanda 

Caitlin Mahonski 

Alison Mahonski 

Delaney Mahonski 

Jack Pawluk 

Owen Ayotte 

Lisa P{awluk 

Kim Clark 

Pastoral Care 

Rev. Liz Masterson  

Claire Hudson  

Jack Gillett 

Pont Hall 

Joanne Lindsay 

Ted Miller 

Dot Mundy 

Cindy Patzkowsky 

Pat Shaw 

We are very grateful for 

all that serve and  

welcome all who want 

to serve. 

If we have missed any 

names, please know that 

you are still very much 

appreciated. 

If you would like to 

serve, please contact  

Jill in the office. 

Audio Visual Team 

Mary Sykes 

Greg Gabell 

Rich Dougan 

Lillian Grimm 

Allan Grimm 

 

Thank You Worship Servers! 

How can we 

THANK 

God enough for  

YOU 

in return for all 

the joy we have 

in the presence 

of our GOD 

because of you? 

1 Thessalonians 3:9  
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“Love God, 

Serve God; 

Everything is 

in that. “ 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Income: June 

Bible Study & Evening Prayer 

PLEDGED INCOME RECEIVED IN JUNE $17,769 

OTHER JUNE INCOME $431 

TOTAL JUNE INCOME $18,200 

TOTAL EXPENSES IN JUNE $25,395 

JUNE DEFICIT -$7,195 

% 2021 PLEDGES RECEIVED AS OF JUNE 30, 2021 56% 

1) The Vestry and Rev. Dr. Wiley began discussion of the Celebration of of New 

Ministry for Rev. Dr. Wiley on Aug. 29 and Bishop Sutton’s visit for that  

celebration. The Celebration will have a large lay component and hopes many 

will be involved and attend. 

2)  The Vestry approved Dennis King and Nancy Nicholson to be Trinity’s delegates 

     to the Diocesan Convention in November, and Pont Hall to be the alternate.     

After many years of faithfulness, creativity, and loving service, 

Kathleen Capcara has retired from her position as Lay Associate for 

Parish Life at Trinity Church. Kathleen’s last day was Sunday, August 

1, 2021. This allows Kathleen to turn her attention to caring for her 

aging parents and to building her small business, while allowing us at 

Trinity to bring on a new staff person with time to prepare for the new 

program year. 

We wish Kathleen well on her journey and express our  

appreciation for all she has done for this community over the years, 

all the gifts she has shared with us, and all the memories we have 

made. Kathleen will be greatly missed among us. 

KATHLEEN’S RETIREMENT 

 

“Commit your actions to the Lord, and your plans will succeed.” 

Brown Bag Bible Study, Thursdays from 12-1pm on Zoom. Grab a  

sandwich and your Bible to join in a discussion of weekly lectionary readings. The 

meeting information is available on our website or by contacting the office. 

 

Wednesday Night Live Evening Prayer with Sykes & Wiley. Find the  

     dynamic duo live at 6pm on YouTube @ Trinity Church Towson.  
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Outreach Backpack Workship 
The Pleasant Plains backpack workship will take place Sunday, August 8

th

 during the 

10:00 AM service.  If the weather cooperates, we will be holding the workship event outdoors.  If 

you have not already done so, please drop off any supplies in the bin in the foyer of Memorial 

Hall or at 114 Willow Avenue Towson as soon as possible.  We will be taking  

inventory of supplies and shopping for any outstanding items this week. 

The change in language from a 

Service of Institution of a New Rector to 

the Celebration of New Ministry comes 

through recognizing the ministry of all 

who are engaged in the work of the  

parish, and demonstrates an understand-

ing of the wholeness of parish ministry.  

In an essay on this rite by the Rev. 

Stephen Kelsey he notes that in this  

service the Bishop confers authority upon 

the new Rector while renewing the  

continuity between the community and 

the church universal. He further notes: 

 

“A celebration of new ministry is not to 

be an occasion of people gathering to 

proclaim hope and faith in what the 

new leader can do among his or her 

people. Rather it should be an  occasion 

of the entire community gathering to 

proclaim faith and hope in what Christ is 

already doing among them.” 

The ministry to which the Rector is called is a mutual ministry with members  and  

officers of the parish. Together we share responsibility for the future ministry of our parish. 

This service celebrates our mutual ministry and is the official institution and induction of 

the priest into the ministry of word and sacrament in this parish, reminds us the priest is called 

to a collegial ministry of word and sacrament with the bishop and other clergy of the diocese, 

and is also collegial ministry with local churches and clergy of other denominations. Finally, 

the ministry to which the new Rector and the Parish are called represents a new chapter in the 

ongoing life and ministry of the parish. 
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Surprise Shop Summer Wrap-up 
The Surprise Shop wrapped up our summer season on Saturday, July 31st. There wasn’t much 

to clean out after the 75% off sale which ran from July 23 - 31. The shop is closed from August 1 - 15 

for clean out and house cleaning. During the closure, training will also continue on the new  

ConsignPro computer system. Out goes the cash register and in comes the scanner.  We will really be 

high tech! 

You may remember from the June “Bell Tower” that a Towson High 

School Student, Nicholas Elliott, had started collecting donations for our 

‘Janet’s Drawers’ ministry. He made his first delivery to the shop in July. He 

brought 3 ‘full to the brim' grocery bags full of socks, underwear and sports 

bras. Nicholas is continuing to collect donations and has also expressed  

interest in volunteering at the shop on Saturdays in the fall. He’s even getting 

some friends involved. Thanks Nicholas! 

Our outreach ministries are thriving. As of July 16th donations of goods 

to ACTC clients for 2021 totals $7,333.50. This is a huge help to those in need 

in our own community. This includes items from ‘Janet’s Drawers.’ 

We are also working with the Baltimore County Police Community  

Outreach Team to supply new or “like new” shoes for those in need. We are collecting shoes to  

support the ‘Just for Kicks’ campaign. Men’s shoes are particularly in demand. We will let you know 

when donations will be accepted after we reopen on August 16th. 

We have also developed a relationship with a native of Honduras who gathers clothing to 

send to the community where some of her family still live. Double storms in the past year have  

devastated her home town and many are in need. So far, we have donated $338 worth of clothing to 

her for shipment to Honduras. Please be assured that all donations received make their way to those 

in need be they local or global. 

Thank you again to everyone who has worked on Saturdays to help us be open 6 days a week 

since March. At our recent board meeting we decided to continue 6 hour openings on Saturdays. We 

now have 5 months under our belt and we have made a difference! Won’t you consider joining us for 

the fall? Contact me if you want to get in on the action. 

We hope to see you on August 16th or any Monday thru Saturday thereafter between 10 AM 

and 4 PM to check out our new high tech computer system and purchase all new fall inventory. We 

couldn’t continue our ministry without your support! 

 

Stephanie Foy 

Surprise Shop Chairperson stephaniefoy82@gmail.com OR 410-377-4709  

Surprise Shop: 410-828-9343 (Ask for Erin Woodward) 

 

 

Nicholas 

Elliott 
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 When the country went into lockdown, our church worked hard to embrace the  

technology needed to continue worshiping together. With the church shut down, technology 

was needed more than ever to spread the gospel to our members and the wider community. 

Reverend Wiley (and Mary Sykes) have produced engaging evening prayer from their home, 

and many members have helped to provide a rich and inclusive experience for Sunday  

worship through live streaming. In the past year, we have purchased video equipment,  

upgraded our internet service, and purchased additional software for live streaming.  

 As well as providing opportunities to worship for existing members, these online  

services have enabled visitors from all over the country and even overseas to watch  

our services live or at a time that suits them best. Now that our church has reopened, we need 

to be in a position to continue to stream our services from the church building effectively, 

without glitches, and with improved audio and video.  

 We are very pleased to announce the establishment of the TRINITY TECHNOLOGY 

FUND to help accomplish this goal. An anonymous donor has established this fund with a 

$2,000 gift and will increase that gift to $3,000 with $2,500 in matching gifts from our  

congregation.  

 

 We still have many needs to address in order to equip the church with the technology 

needed to provide an enriching worship experience online and in person. Some of our needs 

include: 

• New microphones for the Rector, musicians, and readers 

• Additional lighting to improve video quality 

• Upgrades to the sound system in the church 

• A sound board 

• Additional movable cameras for close up, action, and wide angle shots 

• Live streaming support staff to assist volunteers with Sunday worship 

 

 All together, our technology needs could cost as much as $40,000. These improvements 

will benefit those attending in person as well as those online for many years to come. Please 

consider making a gift towards the Trinity  

Technology Fund this summer. The connections 

made through improved  

technology will bring us closer 

together as a congregation and 

will help spread the word of 

God to all.  

“Now I want you to know, brethren, that my 

circumstances have turned out for the greater progress 

of the gospel”                                    

PHILIPPIANS 1:12 

PLEASE CONSIDER A MATCHING GIFT 

NEW TECHNOLOGY FUND AT TRINITY 
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Our Garden is a Good News Garden 

What is a Good News Garden?  The Good News Garden initiative is a movement in 

the Episcopal Church Agrarian and Evangelism Ministries. We joined the initiative when we 

opened our new outdoor classroom and garden: Trinity Episcopal Preschool Seeds of Hope. 

We aim to spread the good news of God’s bounty through nature education, sustainable and 

native gardening, and sharing our bounty.  

As the mission states:  

“The mission of the Good News Gardens movement, as led by The Episcopal Church, 

is to partner with people in transformational agrarian ministry that feeds body, mind, and 

spirit. Good News Gardens is a church-wide movement of individuals, congregations, 

schools, colleges, seminaries, monasteries, camps and conference centers involved in a  

variety of food and creation care ministries – gardening, farming, beekeeping, composting, 

gleaning, feeding, food justice advocacy. The list goes on and on. Collectively Good News 

Gardens share their abundance, their prayers, and the Way of Love in their communities and 

beyond.”  

As an outdoor classroom and garden in the midst of downtown Towson, this seems 

like a perfect opportunity to spread the bounty and good news with all who pass by: County 

workers walking to their parking garages, students on their way to get coffee and bagels,  

parents dropping off their children, customers at the Surprise Shop. When the meditation  

garden is complete, they will have an opportunity to sit for a while and enjoy the peace and 

quiet of natural beauty.  

You may also join the movement with your personal garden. We did!  

Check out:   https://www.episcopalchurch.org/good-news-gardens/. 

Nancy Nicholson 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/good-news-gardens/
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Elementary T’ai Chi at Trinity  
T’ai Chi Ch’uan (also written Taiji Quan) is a series of static postures  

linked by gentle, rhythmic movements. Regular practice of T’ai Chi  

strengthens the mind and body, improves leg strength and balance and  

provides a pleasing, contemplative method for relaxing and lightly stimulating  

the mind/body system. Recent studies have shown that regular practice reduces  

the risk of falls in elderly practitioners and supports the body’s immune system.   

Practice of T’ai Chi often is prescribed as an adjunct to acupuncture. It improves  

everything you do. 

Introductory beginner classes in the Simplified Yang Style T’ai Chi Ch’uan will  

be offered in Memorial Hall every Thursday evening from 6:30 to 7:30 pm  

All are welcome to attend, but mature and retirement-aged adults are particularly 

 encouraged.   

The instructor, Jeff Herrod, began his study of T’ai Chi in New York City in 1973.  While attending 

college in Annapolis, he studied in Bethesda, MD, after which he spent four years receiving  

instruction of an advanced nature from senior T’ai Chi masters in Taiwan.  In 1992, he returned to 

Baltimore and began teaching this system as Elementary T’ai Chi.  Jeff has been holding a Monday 

night class for experienced T’ai Chi players in Memorial Hall for the last 10 years. 

Please contact him at elementarytaichi@gmail.com to pre-register or for further information.   

Tuition is waived for the month of June, after which tuition will be $40 per month ($30 for members 

of the Trinity Congregation). 

 
Open Meeting 
Sunday’s 8-9pm 

Trinity 
Memorial Hall 

All are welcome! 

www.AA.org 

Alcoholics Anonymous is an interna-
tional fellowship of people who have 
had a drinking problem.  
 
It is nonprofessional, self-supporting, 
multiracial, apolitical, and available 
almost everywhere. There are no age 
or education requirements.  

Meetings are open to anyone who 
wants to do something about his or her 
drinking problem.  
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Upper School  

graduates being 

blessed on their 

new journeys.  

Congratulations  

Trinity Preschool  

Class of 2021!  

Celebrating Kathleen’s 

retirement and her  

14 years of service  

to Trinity. 

J2A Youth raised money 

for their youth pilgrimage 

at Towson’s  

4th of July parade.  

It was a huge success! 
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O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of hurricanes, fires,  

earthquakes, and viruses, we flee to you for succor. Deliver the  

people, we beseech you, from their peril; give strength and skill to all 

those who minister to the needy; prosper the means of their safety; 

and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we all 

may apply our hearts unto your heavenly wisdom which leads to 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

We pray for those with immediate needs:  

Robb Shoaf, Peggy King, Eric Bass, Dolores Andrew, 

Max Gabriel, Kate McGretick, Raymond Chase, Jamie 

Tumulty, John Wray, Robert Brown, Zoe Schultz,  

Katherine Mueller, Charlie Fraim, An Clarkson, Hanne 

Blank and Luis Tejeda. 

We pray for those with long-term needs:  

Phoebe Bacon, Pat Blake, June Burgess, Ilene Clarkson, 

Betty Denison, Marina Gavrelis, Jack Gillett (grandson), 

Dottie Hagan, Betsy Hughes, Eric Ingle, Maricka  

Oglesby, Dick & Gini Patterson, Jessica, Chris Price, 

Francis Schultz, Dixie Shelhoss, Ruth Stahl, Nancy 

Sword, Jim Weatherly, Fred Webber, Pat Wolf, Ken & 

Ann Eder, Ebbie Wheeler, Rob Stahl, Wendy Stahl, 

Nancy Hinson, Larry Davis, Breezy, Rev. P. Kingsley 

Smith, Michael Shaw, Lorraine Robertson, Rich 

Dougan, Delilah Dougan, George Dougan, Betsy Price, 

Peter Mogelnicki, Dolores Andrew, Sandy Rupp. 

Please help us keep our list up to date by contacting 

the office when you or someone you know is in need 

of prayer, and by also letting us know when special 

prayers are no longer needed. 

Intercessory prayer “is a profound, loving, and costly 

holding up of others who are on our hearts before God. 

True intercession is being with God, with the people on 

our hearts.”                         -Br. Geoffrey Tristram, SSJE 

Please consider sharing 

your voice by  

sending Trinity  

submissions for the  

Bell Tower.  

 

Articles, photos and  

content suggestions are 

always welcome.  

Please email Jill Dumser at 

office@trinitychurchtowson.org 

or call 410-823-3588.  

The Bell Tower is  

available on our  

website. 

If you would like to 

save some trees and  

unsubscribe from the  

paper edition follow 

the QR code below. 
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Date Time Event Location 

8/8 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Quiet Service Indoors 

  10:00 AM Holy Eucharist with Music Indoors & Online 

  8:00 PM AA Meeting Memorial Hall 

8/2 6:30 PM T’ai Chi Intermediate Class Memorial Hall 

8/4 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

8/5 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

8/8 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Quiet Service Indoors 

  10:00 AM Holy Eucharist with Music Indoors & Online 

  11:00 AM Outreach School Supply Work-

ship 

Outdoors 

  8:00 PM AA Meeting Memorial Hall 

8/9 6:30 PM T’ai Chi Intermediate Class Memorial Hall 

8/11 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

8/12 12:00 PM Bible Study Online 

  6:30 PM T’ai Chi Beginners Class Memorial Hall 

8/15 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Quiet Service Indoors 

  10:00 AM Holy Eucharist with Music Indoors & Online 

  8:00 PM AA Meeting Memorial Hall 

8/16 6:30 PM T’ai Chi Intermediate Course Memorial Hall 

8/18 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

8/19 12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study Online 

  6:30 PM T’ai Chi Beginners Class Memorial Hall 

8/22 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Quiet Service Inside Church 

  10:00 AM Holy Eucharist with Music Outside & Online 

  8:00 PM AA Meeting Memorial Hall 

8/23 6:30 PM T’ai Chi Intermediate Course Memorial Hall 

8/25 8:00 AM Bible Study Online 

  6:00 PM Wiley & Sykes Evening Prayer Online 

8/26 12:00 PM Bible Study Online 

  6:30 PM T’ai Chi Beginners Class Memorial Hall 

8/29 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Quiet Service Indoors 

  10:00 AM Holy Eucharist with Music Indoors & Online 

  4:00 PM Celebration of New Ministry Indoors 

  8:00 PM AA Meeting Memorial Hall 

8/30 6:30 PM T’ai Chi Intermediate Course Memorial Hall 
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